Chapter IX
STAGE DUMMIES
When I muse over the transience of systems of
stage presentation, I am apt, as theatrical anti-
quary, to adapt the well-worn French apothegm
to my own particular point of view and murmur,
"autres temps, autres accessoires". To consider
the common run of stage "props" of one specific
era in the history of the drama and then contrast
the impression gained with one's knowledge of
the common run of "props" in another era is to
be struck by the diversity. Not wholly useless is
the reflection, for it is indeed in this imperman-
ence that the hollowness of that once infective
shibboleth, "Shakespeare in modern dress", taken
as a principle, lies. At best, it admits only of
partial application. Swords are demanded in
most of Shakespeare's plays, and swords are far
from being common wear in our day.
One property in frequent use in the Middle
Ages and after has all but disappeared from
theatrical use: the dummy. No doubt this is
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